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The Council of Europe is celebrating 70 years of its existence
in 2019. Throughout this time, the freedom of expression, as
enshrined in Article 10 of the European Convention, has been of
central importance to the organisation. Article 10 protects the right
of individuals to form, hold and express their opinions without
undue interference. This is crucial for the realisation of all other
human rights. Along with its corollaries of freedom of information
and media freedom, the freedom of expression enables citizens
to make informed choices, to participate actively in democratic
processes, and to help ensure that powerful interests are held to
account in line with the rule of law.

Freedom of expression, therefore, is an essential precondition for
democratic security and deserves the highest attention, today as
ever. Consecutive yearly assessments of the state of the freedom
of expression in Europe have shown that threats to this anchor of
democratic societies are growing across the continent.

The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading human rights
organisation. It comprises 47 member states, including all

members of the European Union. All Council of Europe member

www.coe.int

states have signed up to the European Convention on Human
Rights, a treaty designed to protect human rights, democracy and
the rule of law. The European Court of Human Rights oversees

the implementation of the Convention in the member states.

[ 4 COUNCIL OF EUROPE

1949.2019  CONSEIL DE 'EUROPE




