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The Parliamentary Assembly was the instigator
of many initiatives which have made the Council
of Europe what it is teday, from the European
Convention on Human Rights to the integration
of the new democracies of central and eastern
Europe as a resulr of the fall of the Berlin Wall

and the establishment of special guest status, The

Assembly has now initared a fruicful dialogue
with the countries on the southern shore of the Medirerranean by
granting “partner for democracy” status to the Moroccan Parliament

and the Palestiman National Couneil,

Above all, the Assembly is a benchmark for democracy. It helps o
ensure that the unacceprable is never accepted, whether the issue
being addressed is the persecurion of Christians in the Middle East
or frozen conflices,

It is also necessary to be vigilane with regard to the older democracies,

as respect for our values can never be taken for granted.

To achieve its objectives, it is vital that the PACE work in close
synergy with the other Council of Eurepe bodies — che European
Courr of Homan Righes, the Venice Commission and the Commirtres
for the Prevention of Torture, to name but a few. Together we will
be able o strengthen the Council of Europe's values of tolerance,

pluralism, democracy, non-discrimination and religious freedom

Jean-Claude MIGNON
Prestdent of the Assenbly

Parliarmsentary Assembly
Agsenyblée parlementaine
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EURCPE'S
DEMOCRATIC
COMNSCIENCE

A MELTING POT
OF IDEAS

HELPING STATES
TQ HOMNOUR THEIR
COMMITMEMNTS

The parliamentarians who make up PACE

come from the national parliaments of the
Crganisation’s 47 member states. They meet
four limes a year lo discuss topical issues and
ask European governments fo take initialives
and repor! back. These parliamentarions speak
for the 800 millien Europeans who elected
them. They broach the issues of their choice,

and the governments of European countries -
which are represented al the Council of Europe
by the Committee of Ministers - are obliged to
respond. They are Greater Europe’s democralic

conscianca,

Since 1949, PACE, which is somefimes said 1o
be the driving force of the Council of Europe, has
been behind many of the Crganisation's major
inifiafives (the European Convention on Human
Rights, for instance), It must be consulted about
all international freaties drawn up al the Council
judges of the European
Court of Human Rights and the Commissioner for

of Europe. It elacts

Human Rights, as well as the Secretary General
and Depuly Secretary General of the Council of
Europe and its own Secretary General

Te what extent do countries honour their
commitmenis? The Assembly monifors the
situation and endeavaurs lo help stales to honour
their obligations. If o state persistently fails to

do so, the Assembly may refuse to ratify, o

may withdraw, the credentials of that eountry’s
national delegation. As a last resord, it may
recommend that the country’s ml:rr'.bl:rﬂllp of tha
Crganisation be suspended.
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POLITICAL
GROUPS

COMMITTEES

“I see these twelve stars as a
reminder that the world

could become a better place if,
from time to time, we had the
caurage to look up at the stars

Vaclav Havel,

B Fab o
President of the

Parliamentary Assen

10 May 19
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PARLIAMEMNTARY DELEGATIONS WITH
THEIR MUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES

Austria (6]

Azerbaijan [4]

Greace [7)
Hungary 7]

leeland (3)

Ty |G

Latvia [3)

Lischlenstain

Lithuania [4)

SPECIAL GUEST STATUS

Morway [5]

Foland [12)

Romania (10)
Russian
Federation (18]
San Marino ':..:':
Serbia (7]

Slevakia [

Switzerland [6)
The former

i

The Belarusian parlioment’s special guest

status was suspended on 13 January 1997

OBSERVER STATUS

The parlioments.of Canada

Israel and Mexico
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