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(A SRR
Tn}1961% thel Council 'of Europe - an organisation based in Strasbourg and which now, has'47
(g e
countries from alllover, Europe - adopted a list'of, social.and economic r‘ugh'rs fo ensure that.the everyday
life of/children’and adults'was of a good s‘randardﬁBecaUSerlgh‘rs _changeover‘ the years, this|list of

i o

i' /
Tt guarantees, for example the right to health care, the mgh’r ’r}%g .
work'in safe conditions and to be paid for the work done, and the r'lghT to g0 on sT
everyone Th‘é‘s::(me rights and protects everyone in the same way: boys and glr'ls women N('aWpeopIe ith
disabilities. or without, no matter what their religion, the colour of their skm the language Theyrspeak

o .

When you r‘ead this book you will see that the Charter is meant o ensure ‘rhe wellbemg of your‘ famuly

and fr'lends and particularly to protect the vulnerable among us who cannot defend ‘rhemselves'*‘t I‘r sup-

plemem‘s the European Convention on Human Rights, which protects everyone's mgh s and fr'eed ms:
life, justice, religion, associations, press, meetingsetc. =

The Eur‘opean Committee of Social Rights in Strasbourg ensures that the countries Wthh have accepfed
the Charter also respect the rights it contains. '.L 3!

This book presents the European Social Charter by describing some of the rights Tha‘r apply. To your‘
ever'yday life. The aim is to make young people and children aware not only of their rights bu‘r also. gf
the obllga'hons which States must respect. You will discover these rights and obligations and’ have The
oppor‘rum‘ry to discuss them and give your impressions on the way they are put into prachcwmong your
family and friends.

It.is'up fo you to bring these rights to life, preserve them, make them known to o’rher's&%nd develop«‘rhem
In that way you will help to build a fairer Europe, the sort of place where ever'yone wants To live:

L] I.. .

\ \;’ Maud de Boer'-Bu
vh Depu’ry Secr‘e‘rar‘y Gener'al of The Council of
';'.'1_ : ﬁ“

ml"




Hi, my name is Adam and I'm fen years

old. T live in Europe like you. My father
has worked in several countries includ-

ing France, Turkey and Ukraine. My little
sister doesn't like moving all the time but
I do because it allows me to make new
friends. I'll soon have a second little sister
and perhaps T'll teach her to play football.
Today one of my French friends told me
about the Council of Europe. It is a Euro-
pean organisation based in Strasbourg and
it protects human rights. The member
States of the Council of Europe have all
signed the European Social Charter, which
contains rights concerning children. Have
you ever heard of it? If not, let me fell you
something about it...




{ I'm glad 1'oo back to Well I don't want fo go
school after the holi- to school any more. I'd
like to go out to work.

Or if not I know what
I'd like to bel I'd like
to be an astronaut or
an airline pilot.

But you have to go to a
special school to learn
to be a pilot.




Then you'd have to

[Or' I could invent a 'su-
study chemistry firs

perdrug'l works on solar energy ...

=
_ To do that you'd have to
Ay A _ become an engineer.

] [Well then I could invent a new car that J
t.

You really have no
imagination at all!

But to do that
you have to study
architecture.

In that case I'll
build houses.

\ i fil

It's you who doesn't
have any. If you don't
go to school, you'll never
find a job that you like.

T

Do you know that to get a job you have to go to school first?



B SRR & What are you goin
I'm at a great school where | \ Ero rehearsye‘> 9 gj‘k
we also have boys and girls |~ : (]
with disabilities.

A new dance. Why
don't you come and

Have you remem-
bered the rehearsal?

The wheelchair dance
section in our school is
full of talent!

I heard some-
body say that
today it would
be the tango.

Do you know that people with disabilities have the same rights as everyone else and that if they
are to take advantage of those rights special measures sometimes have to be taken?



Things are not easy for Anna’s family.
[I know. She's already )| So once she's finished

signed on for a course||school she'll do some
in numerical design. )l +rqining and go straight

The government will help
her fo pay the costs.

Anna lives in our block
of flats too.

Super! Should be able
to design a computer

Where's she go
ing to find the
V money to pay

out to work.

game for me.

for the course?

She's a clever girl - (Dad, Mum, how much do you

and she really wants pay for my school?
to work in numerical [

f | design.

Well Son, primary and secondary
school are free of charge.

Do you know that if you want to go to school but you don't have enough

money you can get help?



Children!
It's time to eat!

Tl se’r‘rhe ps
table.

(I'd like to be a cook‘ one-day ...

or a firewoman...

in the circus...
Or how about an
engineer?

I don't really know
what I want to be.
Perhaps a singer ..

different

Don't worry. When you're ll

older, you can go to a centre
where they give you advice
and information on the
Jobs
| and they'll help
1.'4 you see what

_lyou're best at.

There, they'll
help to find your
strengths.

And after that? |4
Will they show me |

'y different jobs?

tests and then advise you on the jo

No. They'll make you take several
you could choose.

bJ

If you don't know what you want to do when you grow up,
there are people who can help you decide.




LY {1

T

Have you had any news of
- |Djidjo? She hasn't been to
- |school for a week.
(I think she may
|have been made

fo go begging. )

(T was told |[Sitting in the street and asking
that lots of [\strangers for money? That's awful!
Roma . -
children are }
obliged to

beg.

Nobody has the r'igh’r to force her. Djidjo
is only 10 years old, she's not supposed to
work and certainly hot 1o beg.

T'll ask my sister who works in the social welfare =
| | centre to talk to Djidjo's parents. I'm sure she'll find _

a solution.

It's easy for
you to say that.
You're an adult
and you can de-

| cide for yourself
{|what you want
S To do.

Do you know that nobody can force you either to work or to beg?




d call a doctor ; .

Mum, there's a boy
sitting in the street T
|_think he'siill..

I haven't got .
housel! in.

The boy has had an operation and the police )
have found out that he doesn't have a family.

(He's g'r appendii‘ris.'It's lucky
you called me. You've just saved
his life.

T now know that the boy has
found a foster family and that
he will have a house to live in.

Thank goodness!

AT A

This child must
be homeless.

s 7

Do you know that if you don't have a family, you have the right to assistance?
You can't be left to live on the streets.

10



What are you [Ther‘e have been floods ’rher‘e\a:ij
' i doing? We're goin m the river flooded their house.
[We re prepa”“gj 9 fo send them - MER A
parcels. to our family (And everything inside -
in Poland. furniture, toys ...

And where are | ey , I have made
¥ they living now?}| : — T some pretty
Al ' book covers,

The town has given them, and all |

the others who suffered from the L. ] Ng. g?wﬁ: Qom e of m
floods, somewhere fo stay. They've - : P lothes and sh 4
also been given help to buy the : new clothes and shoes.
things they really need. a M i e

nd we want to help them a little bit too.
I'm going to send them foys. :

Do you know that everyone has the right to housing and that those who
don't have anywhere to live can ask the State to help them?

11



Because I need)|

some money. ke -
Y — [ You can't work until
- |youre old enough.

Ng#?

You kno;/ Grandad, I
think I'll have to start
working.(— EOE

Why would
you want to do

that?

=
[ Of course it's fair.
d Adults work while
children have fun
and learn their
lessons.

(Tha’r'll take too Iong)

EBu‘r I want to buy a newJ Then you'l
[ \\bike! ! have to save

o\ 4| up your pocket
money.

Then perhaps we should stop
giving you presents and lEu’r
money in your piggy ban
instead.

Do you know that you don't have the right to work

as long as you are a child?
12



There were policemen || [[ That's because yesterday there was a ;
; s‘rrange man hangmg around the chlldren

at school today.

~ | He wanted me to ge‘r into his car and
| go for‘a r'lde wu‘rh hlm

Be carefull Tt's ipor"raT to defend yourself || || I've learned that nobody has
against any kind of violent behaviour and that || || the right to touch me unless |

you tell your' parenTs or the police abouT it. | I say so or to be vuolenT_
T 7z Ty towards me. B

Do you know that if someone hurts you, even in your family or at school,
you don't need to be ashamed? You should talk about it.

13



! - - ol ~_ [Dad said it wouldn't hurt any more in a couple

“J é of days. But what if that's not true?
. : w L el -1.-‘!!}_.'3':'. T i P ;
[If’s that injection they gave [ A\ R f Dad said so it's | <
g : g < v . T e N ; :
) 3

you. Show it to Dad.

o BT R T [ -
ut I'm never going to

have another injection.

Never again!

)

Unfortunately not all children are
lucky enough to be vaccinated like
you. Always remember you have
to look after yourself. Nothing
iS more imﬁor‘ran‘r than being in
ood health!

[ You have to be
vaccinated so that
you don't fall ill.

Ar'e all the children in
the world vaccinated?

Do you know that the State has a duty to protect your health?

14



Today after class we're
going to go and see our
garden.

(Do we have To?)

e,

B

There are more weeds and we have to \
\ | pull them out. You like to eat vegetables [
h | don't you?

e
(s

[ButI don't feel ]
like pulling out ||

weeds ... -
'J

P

B %
£7 Wy
(;_ g

precrus e e

(I like the lettuce I plcmTe. g

| So do youl You put some in {' =y

: the sandwiches you bring to -
"W | school every day. Iy
‘

’ ) :

- - T v
) § ) ' Then you can carry e
Wt N — % the buckets of water, ¢ _
—

Nobody in our school has

such beautiful lettuces
and carrots.

| That's because we are
| the best gardeners!

very important fo learn

Enjoy your meall Tt's
to eat the right food.

Do you know that you have to learn how to stay healthy
your whole life long?

15



wi‘_rh our mum this week.
Will you come and see us
V

[Hi Adam! We're stayin ]
?

You always used to go to Patrick's || |Their parents decided that
in court, but Patrick and his
brother were also asked
what they thought about it.
P =N e

l\ddly(.a"

Back already? It's Monday today. [Who told them to do ‘rh\a/@

on Mondays.

Everything's changed. His
parents got divorced and now
Patrick and his little brother
are going to stay with their

mum one week and with their
dad the next week.

Do you have your own room at
lyour dad's t00?

ﬁam, do Patrick and | [Of course not! They
his brother go to one | |always go to the same

Of coursel We have

o S A our own room, our own :

/; N beds and our desks. school one week and school. Their mother

£ g - to another school the | |and father both live
R next week? close to the school.

'

houses.

Now we have ‘rwoJ

Do you know that your family has the right to protection?

16



like to see how ships are built. Son. You have fo be |are my friends: Hana comes
protected! from Slovakia and Beni from
Albania.

11 y ‘ A adl!
My father works in a shipyard, IT'd ] Put your helmet 0”,} - [ This is my son, Adam! These

7
b
P L ¥
g L
\
g

\emi - e—— RN
p : 1 FRETT N ok i R
‘ s = [ 2 _‘-_-.-'.".“ . — ¥ '

-t« Dad, is it ifﬁcqh‘ to build a ship? |
t““ "I Sl Yes it's very difficult, but the best workers from )
different countries are working in this shipyard.

1 They like their work and they are well-paid.

A8 pEak it " (Of coursel I they work here, it doesn't ]
Dad, does that mean they're |matter where they come from, they are
all Tr‘ea‘re the same? all equal.

\/ c.-.

Do you know that every adult has the right to a job where they feel safe
and are well treated, and where they earn enough to feed their family?

17



Has your fafher‘
: found a new job? .

Mum, I don't think I'm going

| I still want to go but
Robert isn't going .

|

But yesterday &
you couldn’t
wait to go.
Why have you
changed your

mind?

go o summer camp.

Why noT?I\S He wants to go but
his family hasn't got
enou%h money to pay
for

e camp.

Robert is coming. I 'ralked |
to his mother yis‘rer'day.

And how are they going
to get the money? You
know that his parents

When his father had a job, he paid some
money into a special fund every month, and
now he receives money until he finds a new

Do you know that anyone who loses his employment
has the right to protection?

18



[Yes and she's going to have to stay in hosph‘al.}

(For a long time? |

No, but after that e'll have to || ||
stay at home. So she won't
e be able to

work. How's
she going to
manage?

She'll receive h

3

[from Social Security.

Hi Hana,
how are you
feeling?

o

{\\. Q ? '.f_-"." e ".- ._) iy
_{ Hello Hana! What a
“| beautiful plaster cast! :
"“'-—-——_—!"':‘2:‘;- .-

Do you know that people who have an accident
or are ill are helped by Social Security?

19



Look what Mum has
bought mel!

I bet it's a new,
doll ...

?_g\"l V- ..
o
.~ o\
e

. f g

[

e W

:-:' T DT L,
You see? I want to be a
|firewoman and I will be a

y not! T want to

But girls can't become
firemen!

B ity Yier

Do you know that there should be no discrimination against women,
in other words they should not be treated differently from men?

20

A fireman's helmet?|
For a girl? | Wh
agr: | work at a fire station!

Well that's
where you're
wrong. Girls can
also train fo be
firefighters.

There should be no
discrimination against
women at work just
because they are
women. Unfortunately
they often earn less
money than men even

when they do the same| %

work. (




I'm going to tidy up the bathroom. T'm going to give ; |
You go and lie down darling. You have to take Are you pleased| |her ?\eargly al? my 323':’5?\23}3:? gg ';::dking
lots of rest to that you'll soon| |toys. so much effort!

have a little
sister?

make sure that
the baby is born
healthy.

|

Don't worry. My work is less]
tiring now.

to work. right to take time of f
work when the baby is
born.

After that T'll gob;ccﬂ Fathers also have the

When the baby ||spend a few months with you.
is born, you'l .

stay at home 1
with us.

I'm pleased. T'm happy too. T will be abl:‘ﬂ

Mum, you are going
on maternity leave.

Do you know that the law protects women who are going to have a baby?

21



Today the old lady R

next door came

home from hospital. %
I saw she was in a wheel-
chair. How is she going to |

| manage?

| [ She lives on her own.

Don't worry. Somebody from social
services will come to see her every

day. They'll cook for her and do her {P

shoppihg. her too?

erhaps we could help }

~
=
N

(There you go! We
were very useful to
 her after alll

We visit our neighbour
every day, we read
books to her and have
a cup of tea with her.

W
7= S

Do you know that elderly people have the right to protection?

22



‘ It's the European Social

Charter. One of your friends
told you about it.

I learned a lot abouﬂ

my rights! (And it's very important
to take interest in your

Of course! And what's more, it can |
be useful to me every day! .

should read it all.

When you're older, ou \

The European Social Charter is
a set of rights which concerns
both adults and children. It

is important that we know our

rights. I really think you should
read this book! Bye for now!

23



The rights presented in this book refer to certain Articles of the European Social Charter page

Do you know that to get a job you have to go to school first? (Articles 9 and 10) .......c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiieeteeeteee ettt ettt e 4-5
Do you know that people with disabilities have the same rights as everyone else and that if they are to take advantage of

those rights special measures sometimes have 10 be taken? (Article 15) ......ccciciiiciieiiecieeieeeectee ettt e e e e e e e e e s se e e s e e neessneas 6
Do you know that if you want o go to school but you don't have enough money you can get help? (Articles 10 et 17) oo.ooeveeriieniinciieieeenee. 7
If you don't know what you want to do when you grow up, there are people who can help you decide. (Articles 9 et 10) ....ccccccevvvveriieeenieeennns 8
Do you know that nobody can force you either to work or to beg? (Articles 7 and 17) ......cccceiieviieiiiieiniiesciieessreessreesesreesssreesesreessssaeesssneesnns 9
Do you know that if you don't have a family, you have the right to assistance? You can't be left to live on the streets. 10
[V e LT R T B A T2 T I 7 OO

Do you know that everyone has the right to housing and that those who don't have anywhere to live can ask the State to help them? (Article 31) ............... 1
Do you know that you don't have the right to work as long as you are a child? (Articles 7 and 17) .......ccceeeieecieeierceeeeeecee e 12
Do you know that if someone hurts you, even in your family or at school, you don't need to be ashamed? You should talk about it. (Articles 7 and 17) ......... 13
Do you know that the State has a duty to protect your health? (Article 11) .........cocviierieieieirieeeieeereeeeetet et ee e erese e ete s ereesessesseseseseesens 14
Do you know that you have to learn how to stay healthy your whole life long? (Article 11) ..ottt 15
Do you know that your family has the right 10 protection? (Article 16) .........cccoirirererireeieieiteiertesese e stesresee et ese s estessesaessessessessesseessensenes 16
Do you know that every adult has the right to a job where they feel safe and are well treated, and where they earn enough to feed

their family? (ArTicles 1, 2, 3,4 QNA 19) .ottt ettt et e et e b et e s be s s e e s e e saesaess e st esse s e sassessaaseeseessensessassensensansensessaeseessessensensans 17
Do you know that anyone who loses his employment has the right to protection? (Articles 12 and 24) ........cccoeeieeeeeeceeereeeceeeeee e 18
Do you know that people who have an accident or are ill are helped by Social Security? (Articles 12 et 13) ....cccoviievieiiiiieinriienniee e cree e 19
Do you know that there should be no discrimination against women, in other words they should not be treated differently from men? (Articles 1and 20) ..... 20
Do you know that the law protects women who are going to have a baby? (Articles 8 and 27) ........cceciieeeieeieieeiecieccciee e e seressneesneaee s 21
Do you know that elderly people have the right to protection? (Articles 12, 13 aNd 23) ....ccccieieiieiiiieeiiie st ecrte e ecre e ssreeee e e s s vee s e sreeessvaeeens 22
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people? You live in a world where you're free to get to know othe hildr
about other languages, other ways of life, other countries and other ideas. .
pean, you also have to learn to love and respect other people and to accep
i L
We hope that with this book you will be able to discover and explor /e do wi it !
 Council of Europe in order to help you to protect your rights now en you gr

ter‘.ﬁ mﬁﬁ?ﬁ‘ ‘

Jiy 1|fnor'e at www.coe.int and www.coe.int/socig




