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Advanced digital technologies and services, including Al
tools, come with extraordinary promise, particularly in the
form of enhanced efficiency, accuracy, timeliness and conve-
nience across a wide range of services. Yet the emergence of
these technologies is also accompanied by rising public anxi-
ety regarding their potentially damaging effects for individu-
als, for vulnerable groups and for society more generally.

Given their pervasiveness in daily life, we must acquire a
deeper understanding of their impact on the exercise of
human rights and fundamental freedoms, and we should
carefully consider how to allocate responsibility in case of
adverse consequences. If we are to take human rights seri-
ously in a globally connected digital age, we cannot allow
the power of our advanced digital technologies and systems,
and those who wield and derive benefits from them, to be
accrued and exercised without responsibility.

Effective and democratically legitimised governance arrange-
ments and enforcement mechanisms must be put in place
to ensure that responsibility for the risks, harms and wrongs
arising from the operation of advanced digital technologies
are duly allocated.
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The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading human
rights organisation. It comprises 47 member states,
including all members of the European Union. All Council
of Europe member states have signed up to the European
Convention on Human Rights, a treaty designed to
protect human rights, democracy and the rule of law.

The European Court of Human Rights oversees the
implementation of the Convention in the member states.

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

CONSEIL DE L'EUROPE

PREMS 111819

ENG




